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License and other notices 


Description 


The comic book that follows is The Apsinthion Protocol, the first 
volume of the comics series The Tales of Gnosis College (the 
"Tales"). It was originally published in serial form at 
EroticMadScience.com in 2011. 


The Tales are written and commissioned by Iago Faustus, Ph.D. (a 
pseudonym) and illustrated by Lon Ryden. 


License 


This edition of the Tales (the "Work") is published under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License. 
You are free to transmit, copy, and distribute the Work as much as 
you like and also to make adaptations of the Work. You must, 
however, (1) attribute the Work to its creators, (2) avoid making 
commercial use of the Work and (3) publish any adaptations you make 
of the Work under the same or a similar license to the one under 
which it has been made available to you. 


Questions about the license and requests for waivers of the license's 
conditions may be directed to Dr. Faustus. He can be reached at 
faustus@eroticmadscience.com. 


The Creators 


Iago Faustus is a former academic employed in the private sector. He 
runs the website EroticMadScience.com, where the Tales and a large 
variety of other material related to the trope of mad science are 
published. He also publishes a philosophy blog at pyrosophy.net and 
a more general image blog at hedonix.org. 


Lon Ryden is a professional artist. He has a website for his art at 
erosarts.net and also publishes his work on DeviantArt at 
erosarts.deviantart.com. 


Adult Content Notice 


We are utterly unapologetic about the fact that throughout the Work 
explicit and bizarre sexual situations are intertwined with 
outlandish philosophical conceits. We feel obliged to request, 
however, that if you are not of legal age to view such material, or 
if you reside in a jurisdiction that makes such material unlawful to 
own or view, that you not read, copy, or transmit the Work. Thank 
you! 
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CORWIN? THE 
BOOKS YOU 


WANTED... 


... AND FOR ል FEW 

VERY DESERVING 

STUDENTS, THE 
COMMENTS ARE THE 
KEY THAT OPENS UP 


COPIOUS 
COMMENTS...AN 
EXCEPTIONAL ESSAY, 
PROFESSOR? 


I ALWAYS TRY TO 
GIVE THE FINE 
STUDENTS OF 6NOSIS 
COLLEGE THEIR 
PARENTS' MONEY'S 
WORTH... 
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SO WE CAN SEE THAT THE ARGUMENT 
ASSOCIATED WITH А FUNCTIONALIST 
THEORY OF MIND IS TRUE, SO VERY 
UNSETTLING IMPLICATIONS WOULD 

SEEM TO FOLLOW... 
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1 — | v POSTBIOTIC SUBSTRATE, AND 
QUALIA NOT LINKED TO OUR 
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MORE UNSETTLING STILL IS THE POSSIBILITY < N ; 
RAISED BY OXFORD PHILOSOPOHER NICK 


Ч BOSTROM THAT WE ARE NOT EMBODIED АТ 4 
% ALL, BUT LIVING IN ል SIMULATION... d سا‎ ы 







..AH, I SEE I'VE RUN OVER AGAIN. 
OKAY, THAT'S ALL FOR THIS WEEK, 
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. KEEP IN 

















PROFESSOR 
CORNIN, I'M ል BIT 
CONCERNED ABOUT 
MY MOST RECENT 
PAPER. 





MISS RECTOR, A 
GRADE OF A- IS 
AN EXCELLENT 
ONE, WHEN IT 
COMES FROM ME. 









PERHAPS WE 
SHOLILD DISCLISS 
THIS FURTHER. 
MISS LI CAN SET 
LIP AN 
APPOINTMENT 
FOR YOL. 












OH, I DON'T CARE 
AT ALL ABOLIT THE 


GRADE. BUT YOUR 
COMMENTS 
SEEMED A BIT... 
DISMISSIVE. 


"LL" WOULD TWO 
Å DO, МАМЕТТА? 











FOLIR O' CLOCK, AND THE ONE GEDANKENEXPERIMENT MEETS ANOTHER, YOURS 
DISCUSSION REMAINS HEATED... FAR MORE COLINTERINTLIITIVE THAN MINE. WHY SHOLILD I 
a FOLLON YOU? 
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Ц SUGGEST I 
HAD IN MIND ል 
MERE THOLGHT 
EXPERIMENT? 
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WHAT ELSE 
COULD ІТ BE? 





EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS! и / ሪ 








YOU KNOW I ^ 
LABORATORY... 


G I HAVE IN MIND А RATHER 
| DIFFERENT LABORATORY. 
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THE BUSINESS ACLIMEN OF MY 
ANCESTORS HAS LEFT ME WITH 
SUFFICIENT PRIVATE MEANS TO 
ESTABLISH ል PERSONAL 
LABORATORY OF MY OWN IN 
WHICH I CAN CONDLICT 

BLLIE SKY RESEARCH. 













I WOULD BE HAPPY TO SET 
UP ል DEMONSTRATION 
FOR YOLI AT MY OFFSITE. 
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IF YOU AGREE TO 
KEEP WHAT YOU SEE 
CONFIDENTIAL, THAT 
IS. IT'S NOT READY 
TO PUBLISH... 










Ж RESEARCH | 
Y/CONSIDERED TOO... N 

SPECULATIVE FOR YA 
NORMAL CORPORATE | 
ኣ OR GOVERNMENT | | | 2 
P FUNDING. IP, - >” / UH, GEE, I'D \ 
> «кла ነ “94, DON'T REALLY ) ` 


Ч —€— | ч 
2:42 * 
TE. г dui 2 
ኞች Ч E 
м 1 T3 















12841 
mis A 










NATURALLY YOU'RE CONCERNED 
/ ABOUT SOMETHING L/NTOWAKD, SO I 
SHALL BE ASKING ANWEI TO JOIN US. 
N YOU KNOW AND TRUST HER, YES? 











| / ANWEI? CORWIN HERE LISTEN, DO 
ER YOU RECALL THAT SPECIAL 

DEMONSTRATION WE DISCUSEED? 

I WAS WONDERING IF WE MIGHT BE 





7 


EIGHT O'CLOCK IT IS 


VES. THE OLD 
WEIDEGOLD 
BREWERY 
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...BUT IT'S 
PROFESSOR 
СОЁУММ WAS 

ABLE TO MAKE 
GOOD USE OF 
THE EXISTING 

TANKAGE. 


PRIVATE, 
CHEAP 








NO BEER HAS BEEN BREWED 
HERE FOR FIFTY YEARS. I 
REALIZE IT MLIST SEEM LIKE A 


STRANGE PLACE FOR ALAB... 
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| THE DEMONSTRATION IS EVEN MORE 
N IMPRESSIVE. ANWEI, CAN YOU CHANGE 
N INTO APPROPRIATE ATTIRE? 











SO ALL THIS APPARATLIS 
YOU HAVE HERE, ALL THIS 
EQUIPMENT, IS SOMETHING 

YOU CAN USE FOR ል 


DEMONSTRATION THAT MY 
I CAN'T FAULT YOUR SKEPTICISM. 
THESIS WAS INCORRECT? SOME THINGS MUST BE SEEN TO BE 


NÅ THOUGHT ANYTHING OTHER THAN 
MAD, AND MUST BE EXPERIENCED 
— . TO BE BELIEVED. 












I AM | i NICE QUICK CHANGE THERE, 
READY. ЖЖ: | ANNEI. MISS RECTOR, YOU MIGHT 
7 4 WISH ТО BACK UP A BIT. 
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WE'VE REACHED THE q 
COMMIT POINT, ANWEI. ARE N ` 
YOU SURE YOU WANT TO 60 
FORWARD WITH THIS? 
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THEN LET'S SHON 
MISS RECTOR 
HERE SOMETHING 
REALLY SPECIAL. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SEAL ESTABLISHED: 
| WARNING! DISRUPTION OF THE 
: PROTOCOL FROM THIS POINT MAY 
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YOU DIDN'T TELL ME ABOUT 
ANYTHING DANGEROLIS! 


THERE IS NOTHING 
ሃዲ DANGEROUS. LOOK... 
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IS ABOLIT 
TO HAPPEN! 
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THIS IS /NSANE! 
STOP THIS AT ONCE! 


I DO NOT THINK, MISS 
RECTOR, THAT ANWEI COULD 
SURVIVE THAT... 
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AND BE BLISY 
COLLECTING... 
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BY METAPHYSICAL 


INQUIRIES, MISS RECTOR. 
INSTEAD, 
APPROACH THE MATTER AS 
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ANSWER SUCH QUESTIONS 
PRACTICAL SC/ENTISTS 
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ANWEI...NHERE 
ARE YOU? 
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YES, ANWEI. THE | YOU'RE EITHER A MURDERER WHO NEEDS ТО BE \ د‎ 
BEAUTIFUL YOUNG LOCKED UP, OR APRANKSTER WHO NEEDS TO BEJ 7: 
ANWEI. DISSOLVED, FIRED, AND ONE WAY OR THE OTHER I'M... анин 
DISTILLED, а = 





REDUCED ТО НЕК 
VERY ESSENCE. 

LIQUID GIRL! HERE 
YOU CAN HOLD 


| I ASSURE YOU, DEAR 
17 YOUNG LADY, THAT I АМ 
=/ NEITHER. I SUPPOSE THAT IT'S 
Е ONLY FAIR THAT YOU BE 

SHOWN THIS BEFORE 
YOU'RE ASKED 
TO BELIEVE IT. 
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WEARING 
THIS THING. 
I'VE TOLD 


I DON 
HER IT'S 
BAD FOR 
THE DRAIN 


ANNEI YOU'RE... 
Wë AND SOLID. | 


REBORN! (ELEM ` qu) ча Å P ይሠ . 
RISING LIKE VENLIS ЖЖЖ) AND I FEEL 
FROM THE SEA AT 1/۸ | EE FRESH AS ል BABY 

PAPHOS! ба 222202 ЕВОМ THE BATH. 

| | 22222222) МАУ I HAVE MY 
ET Р RR ROBE PLEASE, 
PROFESSOR? 


SO IT'S ALL REAL? I MEAN, ALL THAT 
REALLY HAPPENED TO YOU? መመ 


/ WHERE YOU 
MELT FEELS ү 
JUST AS 
GOOD...AS IT 
MUST LOOK 
AND SOUND. 


, AND IN THE END, IT'S AS IF 
2 YOU BECOME ል BLISSFLIL 
Ch, OCEANIC FEELING. NOT HAVE 

JONE, BECOME ONE... 





SN \ WHAT DOES IT "AS Y SOME THINGS 
У. ( MEAN TO BECOME) Å ММ ARE VERY HARD 
NG A FEELING? : ላ TO PUT INTO 
| хэ WORDS, 
NANETTA. 


> ” : 


NOT THAT ANNEI WON'T TRY WHEN SHE GETS 
THE CHANCE, BUT RIGHT NOW I'D REALLY LIKE 
TO HAVE HER TAKE A LOOK AT SOME DATA... 
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LIH, SURE. GO - ብ «ТА 
WILD WITH THAT "SOME THINGS MUST BE SEEN ኤ-- ال‎ 
DATA, GUYS... TO BE THOLIGHT ANYTHING ы” 







\ OTHER THAN MAD, AND MUST ВЕ INS 
ጐ „ EXPERIENCED TO BE BELIEVED." _ “ N 
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IS THERE А HEDONIC 
SURGE ASSOCIATED WITH 
THIS CLUSTER? 














YES I CAN SEE 
THAT. SAY, 
THIS IS 
INTERESTING. 
NANETTA, YOLI 


BIT HETERO- 
SCEDASTIC, 
PERHAPS IF WE 
APPLY ARCH 
MODELING... 
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"NANETTA! IS 
EVERYTHING OKAY? 






EVERYTHING'S 
FINE. I JUST 
MANAGED TO 
LOSE MY KEYS. 
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AND WHAT HAPPENED TO 
YOUR CUTE LITTLE PIGTAILS? 






MEETING WITH 
PROFESSOR CORWIN 
СО? DID YOU GET 
YOUR QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED? 









START SLEEPING 
IN THE NUDE? 


OH, IT WAS JUST 
TIME TO LOSE THOSE. 


P `МТЕ MOIRA. 











y = ЭЭЖЭЭ 
а ar I'M PRETTY 
NN SLEEPY NON, 








THOUGH. 










WELL, THAT'S ته‎ 
GOOD, I GUESS. 2 ` 








NANETTA RECTOR MIGHT 
LOOK LIKE SHE'S MOSTLY 
ABOUT FILLING OUT Å 
SWEATER, BUT WHAT SHE 
REALLY ASPIRES TO FILL OUT 
IS THE LIBRARY. IN THREE 
YEARS AT 6NOSIS COLLEGE 
SHE'S BEEN GRINDING ANAY 
TRYING TO UNDERSTAND 
WHAT DANIEL DENNETT HAS 
CALLED THE LAST SURVIVING 
MYSTERY, THAT OF HUMAN 
CONSCIOLISNESS, READING 
WHATEVER SHE COULD FIND 
-- DENNETT, CHALMERS, 
MCGINN, YOU NAME IT -- ON 
THE TOPIC. NANETTA'S 
ABOUT TO FIND OUT THAT 
WHILE BOOK LEARNING IS ALL 
WELL AND GOOD, PROFESSOR 
JOSEPH CORWIN'S MAD 
SCIENCE IS ABOLIT TO 
PROVIDE HER WITH SOME 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE FAR 
MORE REVEALING OF THE 
GREAT MYSTERY... 
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THE GNOSIS COLLEGE / ` 
DINING HALL... P" e 


DRINK... 
COFFEE... , 


In 


"MORNING, ASHELY. | 


| LATE NIGHT? " — 
y ^"^ WILD PARTY АТ 


OMEGA HOUSE. 


NANETTA NOT DONN FOR 
BREAKFAST? THAT'S UNUSUAL. 


SHE'S SLEEPING IN. SHE 
HAD SOMETHING OF ALATE 
NICHT HERSELF. 


KEEPING THE LIBRARY 
COMPANY AGAIN? 


SHE HAD A 
MEETING WITH VANN 
PROFESSOR j 


CORWIN. Å 2 

> J ALATE MEETING WITH A 

= МА PROFESSOR? AND NOW 
SHE'S SLEEPING IN... 


I'M SURE ҮЛ 
/ IT WAS ALL Vf 
ENTIRELY 
PROPER, 
I'M SURE. 
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RESEARCH IS 
CALLED FOR... 
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.„АМО WHERE 
BETTER THAN 
THE LIBRARY? 
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PLIT IN A LITTLE LIBRARY 
WORK ON ҮОЦ, 
PROFESSOR CORWIN. 


BECALISE I SUSPECTED SOMETHING | 
IMPROPER WAS GOING ON BETWEEN YOU 
AND MY FRIEND МАМЕТТА. 


f YOU MAY BE RELIEVED THAT I DON'T THINK S 22 
NOW — THAT IT WAS THAT KIND ОР IMPROPER. 
INSTEAD, THINGS бОТ ል LITTLE STRANGE. 


IS IT REALLY USUAL FOR А 
ЭР, PSYCHOLOGIST TO TAKE Å RESEARCH 


SABBATICAL IN NORTH BORNEO, 
PROFESSOR CORWIN? 


THE UNIVERSITY OF KENIKMATAN 
HAS AN EXCELLENT PROGRAM IN 
MY FIELD, MISS WEIR. 





UH НИН. FOR A MODERN ACADEMIC YOU SEEM ТО 

TAKE VERY SERIOLISLY OLD STORIES ABOLIT MALAY 

PEOPLE GOING OUT AND...I DON'T KNOW HON ТО 
PUT IT...CAVORTING? WITH STRANGE SEA CREATURES. 


MYTHS AND LEGENDS ARE OFTEN 
KEYS TO DEEP TRLITHS THAT 
ELUDE MORE PEDESTRIAN 
SCIENCE, MISS WEIR. 


—N ANCESTOR 


OF YOURS? 


WENT, THE 
STRANGER 
IT BECAME. 


SUPPOSED TO 
HAVE BEEN KEPT 
IN LOCKED 
STACKS. 





THE RIGHT PEOPLE AND) Ч VNM FT 
LOCKS WILL OPEN. Lær БЕТІ ad 


REALLY DID SEEM 50...|. 
CHANGED AFTER SHE 

MET WITH YOU. I'VE | 
KNOWN HER SINCE WEA 
WERE FRESHMEN, 2 
AND TO ME SHE'S 

LIKE THE SISTER 

I NEVER HAD. OF 

COLIRSE I WAS 
CONCERNED. 
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SEVERAL PAGES HAVE BEEN EXCISED р 
FROM THIS COPY. WHAT ARE YOU DRIVING Ж 
AT HERE, MISS WEIR? መመ / BUT AFTER 
= у, SY READING... 
CAPTAIN 
CORWIN'S 
ACCOUNT ...EVEN 
THOLIGH IT SEEMS 
THE BEST PARTS 
ARE MISSING 
AND SEEING HOW 
IT SEEMS TO 
TURN UP IN YOUR 
OWN WORK, MY 
CURIOSITY НАЗ / 
BEGUN BURNING . 
ME LIP AND... ፈኦ 
AND... 


IS THERE REALLY Ч 

SUCH A THING AS A 
POLYDACTYLIC 
XENOFORM? 


I WOULD NOT 
NORMALLY TELL YOU 
WHAT I AM ABOLIT TO, 
BLIT I CANNOT FAIL TO 
REWARD PERSISTENCE 
IN RESEARCH. 
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GOOD EVENING, MISS WEIR 
TAKE IT ANWEI HAS BRIEFED YOU 


ON OUR PROCEDURES HERE? 
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AS IT HAPPENS, ፲ HAVE 
THIS LABORATORY... 


THIS IS TOO WEIRD. 
YOL REALLY KEEP 
А POLYDACTYLIC 
XENOFORM HERE? 


WOLLD YOL LIKE 
TO ATTEMPT 
TACTILE CONTACT? 


AN ORPHANED SPECIMEN. WE CALL 
HIM HOWARD. THE OLD BREWERY'S 
EXISTING UNDERGROUND TANKAGE 
AND ASSOCIATED EFFLUENT PIPES 
MAKE A CONGENIAL HABITAT. 


BEST TO GET 
CHANGED, THEN. 
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READY. WE SAVED 
A SEAT 


FOR YOU. 


OOH, THE WATER IS 
SO WARM...AND SORT 
OF...TINGLY. 


IT HAS AN OXYGEN 
SUPERSATURATION. YOU COULD 
RESPIRE THROLIGH YOUR SKIN 

AND STAY UNDER FOR LONG 
PERIODS IF YOU WANTED TOO... 


ANNEI, DO 
YOU THINK WE 

COULD COAX | 
HOWARD OUT? 
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Y | > TRY EXTENDING 
HOWARD CAN BE А Y | ፡ YOUR HANDS, LIKE 
LITTLE SHY AROUND Р 4 | | WE DISCUSSED. 
PEOPLE HE DOESN'T e ፡ 
KNON. | 








IT FEELS...NOT 
SLIMY ... MORE SLEEK 
AND SNAKEY. 





KEEP IN MIND, 
MOIRA, THAT 
HOWARD ISN'T 
HUMAN AND 
DOESN'T 
NECESSARILY 
KNOW HUMAN 
BOLINDARIES... 


OH! I COULD 
SWEAR THAT 
SOMETHING 
JUST...KISSED 
MY TOE! 


YOU HEARD THE 
NICE PROFESSOR, 
HOWARD. 
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IT'S JUST ል 
MATTER OF 
HOWARD BEING 
LARGELY А ТАСТЇЇЕ 
SPECIES. HE'S 
PROBABLY 
ATTRACTED TO 
WHERE HE THINKS 
YOLIR NERVE 
ENDINGS ARE. 


NO FLINNY 
BLISINESS, 


\ А UNDERSTAND? 


THIS IS ALL FOR 
SCIENCE. 





AND SCIENCE REQUIRES 
FEARLESSNESS IN THE 
FACE OF THE 
UNKNONN, RIGHT? 


FOLLOW YOLIR 
INSTINCTS. 
WE'RE HERE TO 


7 ¿£ 
DF 
ራ SÉ > | > -- а 
DA Ж” к | / 32 


«Ж ር 
“е. БАЙ TURNS OUT, 


РА I'VE GOT LOTS 


OF THOSE! С^ | е‏ رهب 
хи...‏ 


`. 
% 
AN] 1 


م 


..FOR TACTILE 
CONTACT...SEEKING OUT 





YOU WANT 
INTERACTION? 


SCIENCE 
REQLIIRES 
FOLLOWING THE 
LOGIC OF THE 
SITLIATION... 





— 


.. TO WHERE 
L IT LEADS. 


ОН NO...I MEAN... I МЕАМ...ОН 


SURELY I CAN'T... VES. SURELY. 
І..САМ... 





SO WRONG...BUT IT'S FOR 
SCIENCE...WHICH MAKES IT 
OKAY, RICHT? 


| Sei ያ Aa. 
OH...INSIDE ME... НЫ Å | ۶ DOUBLE INSIDE ME! 


OH SWEET 
HEAVEN’... 


AND...AND... 
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REMARKABLE! I'VE NEVER 
SEEN SUCH BOLD INTERACTION 
ON HOWARD'S PART, EVEN 
WITH YOU, ANNEI. 








SIGH. ALWAYS Å 
BRIDESMAID AND 
NEVER Å BRIDE. 


MOIRA SURE SEEMS TO 
HAVE TAKEN TO 


d Ч 
سب‎ TRANSDERMAL RESPIRATION. | Å 







I NONDER HON 
LONG SHE INTENDS J ` 
TO STAY DOWN? 4 


FROM THE DATA IT 
LOOKS LIKE YOU WENT 
THROUGH SOMETHING 
PRETTY RADICAL BACK 

THERE. 


AND І SUPPOSE I SHOULD 
BE FEELING CONFUSED, 
DISORIENTED, EVEN 
V/OLATED, RIGHT? 


SO IT WASN'T Ү 
A DREAM. 


THE FACT IS L FEEL 
AN AMAZING SENSE 
OF WELLNESS. 


ARE YOU REALLY 
THAT ADVENTUROUS? 


I'LL TELL YOU SOMETHING 
THAT MIGHT HELP EXPLAIN. 


DO YOU REMEMBER THAT BOOK BY PROFESSOR CORWIN'S 
ANCESTOR, WITH ITS STRANGE STORIES ABOLIT 
ENCOLINTERS BETWEEN PEOPLE AND SEA CREATLIRES? 





GNOSIS COLLEGE COPY OF 
THE BOOK HAD ITS MOST 
EXPLICIT PAGES REMOVED. 


SOME SCANDALIZED 
VICTORIAN LIBRARIAN, 
PERHAPS? 


/ МО, ANNEI. 
| IT WAS МЕ. 





LATE NIGHT FOR 
YOLI THIS TIME? ፊ 


RESEARCH? YOUR 
EXPRESSION READS 
MORE LIKE "BOOKISH 
MOIRA FINALLY MET 
THAT SPECIAL 
SOMEONE." 





y 
ж” 


ОН, YES. LOTS 
OF...RESEARCH. 








7 PERHAPS WE KNOW EACH 


OTHER TOO WELL TO BE 
KEEPING SECRETS. 


THE OLD WEIDEGOLD 
BRENERY? 
YES, THE BREWERY. 


YOU'VE BEEN THERE 
ТОО? BUT WHAT.... 


WELL, IT WAS LIKE... 


OH...UH... 
JUST...A BOOK 


YES...PHILOSOPHY. I 

THINK THAT.... MOIRA 
TAKES THAT STUFF WAY |, 
TOO SERIOUSLY. 





















MOIRA WEIR MAY LOOK VERY PRETTY IN THIS 
SWIMSUIT BUT SHE IS МОТ WEARING IT FOR 
YOU, DEAR READER. RATHER, HER PATH ТО 
POURING HERSELF INTO THIS SKIMPY 
COSTUME BEGAN WITH ል BELIEF THAT IF SHE 
DELVED DEEPLY ENOLIGH IN THE DARKEST 
CORNERS OF THE COLLEGE LIBRARY, SHE 
WOULD FIND IN SOME OBSCURE TOME THE 
ANSWER TO ል YEARNING SHE НАР LONG НАР 
YET COLILD NEITHER NAME NOR DESCRIBE. 
AND IN ONE SUCH TOME SHE DID INDEED FIND 
HINTS OF SOMETHING WONDROLIS AND 
STRANGE...AND IT IS FOR THAT THING THAT 
SHE HAS DRESSED LIKE THIS. 


VOLUME I 
NUMBER 111 












THE RESEARCH PROGRAM URGED 
UPON LIS BY DR. PEARCE IN HIS 
ABOLITIONIST PROJECT MAY 
SEEM COUNTERINTUITIVE 
BEYOND ALL BELIEF TO YOU. 












v0) 2 Учу 2 Ж i 
THAT WE MIGHT NOT JUST AMELIORATE BUT ABOLISH HUMAN SUFFERING, 
THAT WE MIGHT IN THE FUTURE, THROUGH DRUGS AND NANOTECHNOLOGY, 
ENJOY RAPTURES IN SOME FORM THAT WOULD MAKE THE MOST 
TRANSCENDENT HUMAN EXPERIENCES SEEM STALE AND FLAT..... 





YOU MIGHT ASK YOURSELVES, N 
NŠ 


HOW CAN WE AFFORD ТО TAKE 
SUCH WILD IDEAS SERIOUSLY? 24 





"APSINTHION PROTOCOL" 
CHAPTER 3 


a WRITTEN BY: DR. FAUSTUS 
= n ILLUSTRATED BY: EROSARTS 


` 













MY QUESTION IN 
RESPONSE FOR 
YOU IS, HOW 
CAN WE NOT 
AFFORD TO TAKE 
SUCH IDEAS 
SERIOLISLY? 


: LE жз 


PROFESSOR CORNIN, 
МАМЕТТА AND I THINK...WE 
NEED TO HAVE Å TALK. 


YES, I SEE. ANDI 
AGREE. MY OFFICE IN 
ЧЭ MINUTES? 


PROFESSOR 
CORNIN, I WAS 
WONDERING IF WE 
COLILD HAVE A 
MEETING ABOUT 
MY PAPER... 


I'M AFRAID I CAN'T POSSIBLY 

MEET BEFORE REGULAR OFFICE 
A HOURS. IF YOU LIKE MY ASSISTANT 

MS. LI CAN SET SOMETHING UP. 





TWO HOURS LATER... 


RIGHT NOW, 
I MUST RUN. 
















7 OH HII I WAS 
JUST PASSING BY 

AND ALTHOUGH I 
KNON IT'S NOT 

OFFICE HOLIRS, I 

WAS WONDERING 

IF PROFESSOR 

A CORWIN JUST 


I'M SORRY, MS. MADDER, 
BLIT PROFESSOR CORWIN IS 
REALLY VERY BUSY. 


“WELL PERHAPS 
N YOU COULD... 


DURING TOMORROW'S 
REGLILAR OFFICE 


HOURS, PLEASE. 
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„ ^. , WAITING FOR AN Y |. 
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ОН, GOODY 
GOODY! 


SO NON THAT WE ALL 
UNDERSTAND HOW THIS MODIFIED 
VERSION OF THE PROTOCOL IS SUPPOSED 
TO WORK, WHY DON'T WE GET EASTER 
Teu GOES FIRST? 


| DEFER TO YOLITH 
AND ENTHUSIASM. 





WHILE YOU, MOIRA, GET 
TO STAY AND HELP OUT ОМ 
THE DISTILLATION SIDE OF THE 
PROJECT. AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO LEARN SOME RATHER IN- 
TRIGUING XENOCHEMISTRY. 


| DO THINK THE 
REVISED PROTOCOL WOLILD 
WORK EVEN BETTER ЇР YOU 
WERE TO JOIN US... 


ў | GUESS I'M 
МОТ ТНАТ 

j RECONCILED 

У TO THE IDEA 
| ОР МОТ НАУ- 
ING ል BODY, 
EVEN IF ONLY 
TEMPORARILY! 


| CAN ONLY 
HOPE THAT IT'S 
AS REWARDING 
AS MY STLIDIES 
IN XENOBIOLOGY! 


OH, УОЦ ARE 
SO SHAMELESS! 


LET ME SAY, AS WE GET UNDERWAY, 
THAT A SCIENTIST COLILD NOT ASK FOR 
ASSISTANTS WHO COMBINE SLICH 
STERLING QLIALITIES OF INTELLECT, DEDI- 
CATION, CURIOSITY, ENTHUSIASM AND — 


YOO HOO! Y 


A 





ГМ READY FOR 
MY CLOSE-UP, 
MR. DE MILLE! 


NO JOKES, 
PLEASE! THIS 
IS SCIENCE IN 

ACTION! 


PROTOCOL COMMENCING. 
== 5 š 


` 





WE ARE AT THE COMMIT 
POINT, ARE YOU SURE YOU 
WANT TO GO ON? 


STARTING 
TO 60... 


TEEN — 
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SHOLLD ВЕ SO SCARY, JUST «ዓን 
VANISHING AWAY LIKE THIS. l 


/ SHOULD ይድ QUAKING . 
WITH HORROR! 23 










АН, АН... 
AHHHHH! 





INSTEAD, I COME i" 
AS MY CUNT DISSOLVES! " 










= 


~ AND I KEEP COMING AS 
MY BOOBS ARE CONSLIMED! 











BLIT NOW I HAVE NO 
LLINGS TO CRY OLT 
MY PLEASLIRE WITH! 


VERY LITTLE 
LEFT NOW... 












MY BRAIN 
COMES! ... 


... AND THEN 


FM GONE. 







SO YOU MEAN TO 
TELL ME THAT 
THE PROTOCOL IS 
ACTUALLY MADE 
POSSIBLE BY 
GLANDULAR 
SECRETIONS? 











SPECIES, YES. 



















BE A WAY THEY + ይደረ... | 
ASSIMILATE Fi, | | 

INFORMATION ۶ 50 THE INFORMATION.. WHAT 
ABOUT THE Å NANETTA AND ANNEI ARE, 


FUNDAMENTALLY, IS ENCODED 
IN THESE MOLECLILES? 


WORLD. 










„жее 


VES. VERY REDLINDANTLY, 

FORTUNATELY, SO WE DON’T 
REALLY NEED MUCH DISTILLATE 
TO RECONSTITUTE EITHER 
هه‎ a A 














IT SA REMARKABLE 
ADAPTATION. THE 


























Tcp | LIQUIFYING MIX OF 
MAKING | ENZYMES ALSO 7 


CONTAINS ል BREN OF 
NELIROTRANSMITTERS, 
CALISING THE 
DISSOLUTION 
EXPERIENCE TO BE 
INTENSELY 
PLEASLIRABLE... 


INDEED... 


м 8 











& ет, 
бых dr ( 






ТАКЕ САКЕ 
WITH THAT 
FLAME, MOIRA. 
WE AIM TO 
DISTILL ANNEI, 


HER! 









= 
THUS DISSOLVEES DO NOT 

FEAR THEIR ENCOLINTERS... 
INSTEAD THEY MIGHT 

ACTLIALLY SEEK THEM OUT. 











ONCE WE HAD REVERSE ENGINEERED THE 

DISSOLUTION PROCESS, IT WAS Å SIMPLE 

MATTER TO REVERSE THE PROCESS ITSELF 
AND PERMIT RECONSTITUTION. 
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SO IF THE DISTILLED INFORMATION |5 SO 


REDLINDANT, WOLILDN'T IT BE POSSIBLE TO "a 


MAKE MULTIPLE RECONSTITUTIONS OF 
THE SAME PERSON? 


I MEAN, GIVEN WHAT A VALLIABLE 
ASSISTANT ANNEI IS AND ALL, 
WOLILDN'T IT BE GREAT TO HAVE 
THREE OF HER? OR TEN? 


PLEASE, MOIRA. I TRY 
TO PRACTICE ONLY 
ETHICAL SCIENCE... 


ሆም 


OH, I 5ЕЕ. MOTHER 
| CORWIN MUST BE SO 





ur. or 


ኔ 









WELL IF YOU'RE NOT “Ч 
PLANNING ON MAKING 
EXTRA PEOPLE THIS 
EVENING, WHAT EXACTLY 
ARE WE DOING WITH THIS 
EXTRA DISTILLATE? 


СОО 


SY "ESSENCE OF 
DESIRE?” WHAT 












































/ ITIS MY 
HYPOTHESIS 
THAT THERE 

ARE EXTRA 

DISTILLATES IN 
THE LIQUID 

GIRL THAT CAN 

CAUSE ል 
REACTION 
DRIVEN BY 
HEDONIC 
FEEDBACK 
THAT WILL 

INDLICE 

SPONTANEOUS 

SOMATIC 

CHANGES IN... 


АҒ 


~“... 








A MAGIC POTION OF 
BECOME-WHAT-YOU- 
WANT-TO-BE? 
WHAT'S THE MATTER? 
AREN'T WE PRETTY 
ENOLIGH ALREADY, 
MR. WIZARD? 







IT WILL REQUIRE EXTENSIVE 
TESTING, OF COURSE. AS ANWEI IS NOW 
| FINISHED DISTILLING, SHALL WE BEGIN BRINGING 

N OUR LOVELY LIQUID VENUSES BACK TO THE 
7 REALM OF THE SOLID? А 








SO I SAY TO | AND ONLY THEN WILL WE HAVE THE STRENGTH TO 
YOU, MY STAND LIP TO THE PORNOGRAPHERS АФ THEIR 
FRIENDS, THAT | FILTH, TO THE HOMOSEXUALS መያ | 
WE WILL NEVER | ТО GODLESS HEDONISTS ОЕ Ev ET? 
FIX THIS PERVERSIONS, AND RESTORE 7 Y له‎ 
COUNTRY'S 7 
PROBLEMS 
WITH ANY NEW 
LAW OR 
GOVERNMENT 
PROGRAM, BUT 
ONLY IF WE AS 
GOD-FEARING 
PEOPLE RETURN 
TO THE FAITH 
OF THOSE WHO 
ЕОШМРЕР THIS 
COUNTRY AND 
MADE IT GREAT. 




















№ ፣ 
б Se ` TURN THAT 
EA, COCKSLICKER OFF! P 


YOU KNOW THAT'S 
ASHLEY MADDER'S /” 
DAD, RIGHT? . — 












I HEAR SHE'S ACTLIALLY AN ICE 
PRINCESS. LIKE SHE'S TOO 
GOOD FOR US GNOSIS GUYS. 


HE DAUGHTER SURE 
; IS HOT, ТНОЦеН. 


MAYBE `CUZ SHE'S HOT FOR 
TEACHER INSTEAD. I CAUGHT HER 
TODAY, LURKING AROUND 
PROFESSOR CORNIN'S OFFICE 
LOOKING LIKE A LOST PLIPPY. 











WELL PROFESSOR 
CORWIN CAN JLIST 
FORGET ABOUT GETTING 
HIS NICK WET IN THAT! 





WHO LOOKS THE WRONG WAY АТ HIS PRETTY 
STUDENTS. 


ax IN TH 
' AND MUSCLE WOULD PROBABLY GET TO YOU 

FIRST, THOLIGH. WOLILDN'T BE PRETTY AT ALL. 
FROM WHAT I HEAR, 


PROFESSOR CORWIN ISN'T 
THAT KIND OF FOOL. ALSO, 
DOESN'T HE HAVE THAT HOT 
ASIAN CHICK TO KEEP HIM 

COMPANY? 4 


"COURSE THERE IS 
INDEPENDENT 
EVIDENCE OF | 

ASHLEY-BADNESS!/- 


OH, BOY. IS LINCLE 
BIFF ABOLIT TO TELL 
ONE OF OUR 
FAVORITE STORIES? 


GATHER “ROUND, Ч 
YOLINGLINGS, 
WHILST I RELATE. 





ЇТ HAPPENED ONE DAY EARLY IN HER FRESHMAN 
YEAR, WHEN ASHLEY DECIDED THAT SHE ET eccl у 0 ja 1 
ET eccl TO BE A GOOD GIRL ANYMORE. مسب‎ 
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ASHLEY! WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING? WHERE ARE 
YOU GO/NG? 


WELL FOR A SWIM, 

SILLY. THIS IS THE 

WAY TO THE POOL, 
ISN'T IT? 





BUT YOU'RE... 


I'M BEAUTIFUL, 
AND WANT TO 
SHARE THAT WITH 
THE WORLD. 


BUT YOU, А 
GOOD 


CHRISTIAN 
GIRL... 


GOOD CHRISTIAN GIRL? SO 
THAT MEANS, JANE, THAT I MUST 
BELIEVE THAT THE 600D LORD MADE 
ME JUST LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE IN 

| THE WORLD? | 


SO THAT MUST MEAN НЕ 
MADE THESE NICE FULL BOOBS 
AND THE PRETTY NIPPLES AT 

THE ENDS OF THEM. | 


BUT THERE 
ARE BOYS OUT 
THERE! 















THESE LITHE 
AND LOVELY 
LEGS, THIS 
SWEET BELLY, MY 
PRETTY BLONDE 
SNATCH? 














AND MY 
TIGHT LITTLE 
ASS? 








DO WE HONOR THE CREATOR 
DARING TO COVER LIP THESE 
WONDERFLIL GIFTS OF HIS. BY 

HIDING THEM? SHOLILD WE | 
NOT CELEBRATE THEM INSTEAD? 4 
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, LADIES... 


THAT'S THE 


SPIRIT 





'CLIZ DADDY'S CREW OF 
ИА Re FIXERS MANAGED TO GET IT 
AWESOME STORY ALL HUSHED UP. BUT I WAS 
BEFORE? AT THE POOL THAT DAY, 
YOUNGSTER, AND SAW THE 
ICE PRINCESS, NAKED THE 
DAY SHE WAS BORN. 


GUESS WHO SITS NEXT 
I GUESS "as TO LITTLE MISS SENATOR 

YOU'VE SEEN | en IN ART HISTORY? 

SOMETHING 
NONE OF THE 

REST OF US y" AND GUESS WHO 
WILL BE LLICKY TN | REALLY WANTS TO 

жыласа ТО < | BE ል MODEL? 

SEE! : | 


YOU GUESS 


a JUST ABOUT 
ኤተ አ | | BEGGED? 


BEING ል PRIZEWINNING 
CARTOONIST FOR THE 
ILLUMINATOR HAS ITS 
PERKS, BROTHERS. 





HEY ASHELY IT'S EDMUND IRONS. LISTEN I 
MANAGED TO GET SOME STUDIO TIME NEXT 
TUESDAY AT FOUR, SO IF YOU'RE STILL 
E INTERESTED, GIVE ME ል CALL OKAY? THANKS, BYE. 





^w Tr (5 
М Prvckman 


"SO HERE IS MY PIN-UP. 
AND DO УОЦ KNOW WHAT? 
DR. FAUSTUS COULDN'T BE 
BOTHERED TO РИТ MY NAME 
ANYWHERE THE READER CAN 
FIND IT. I ONLY REALLY 
APPEAR IN TWO PANELS ON 
PAGE TWENTY-TWO. (WELL, 
OKAY, AND ON THE COVER 
SORT OF.) I DON'T EVEN 
GET ል DIALOG LINE! WHAT 
DOES A GIRL HAVE TO DO? I 
MEAN, I TOOK ALL MY 
CLOTHES OFF AND 
EVERYTHING, AND NOW I'M 
EVEN BREAKING THE FOLIRTH 
WALL. THOSE FANCY-PANTS 
SCHOLARS NANETTA AND 
MOIRA DIDN'T DO ANY OF 
THAT FOR THEIR PIN-LIPS. 
WELL, MARK MY WORDS. I'LL 
BE BACK FOR VOLLIME TWO, 
AND THEN MY NAME WILL 
RING OLIT..." 
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“WRITTEN BY DR. FAUSTUS 





- ILLUSTRATED BY EROSARTS 


Tues. 
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REMIND THIS HOPELESSLY | а 

MIDDLE-AGED SCIENTIST --- E 

DID WE DISTILL FIVE OR SIX | 5 y NEGO TU BUS! OFF TO 
PHIALS OF ououq епідошас ON THIS MEETING AT MIT. I 


OUR LAST PROTOCOL RUN? / y ~ LEAVE THE LAB IN YOU 
x | LADIES' GOOD HANDS. 












І WAS 
SOMEWHAT 
DISTRACTED BY 
METAPHYSICAL 
REVERIE, BUT I 
THINK...FIVE. 








GOOD HANDS INDEED. WE 

HAVE PROGRESS ON BOTH IT'S AMAZING! AFTER 
THE HOWARD AND THE ONLY А FEN CYCLES.... 
APSINTHION FRONTS. 


IT'S 
BECOMING AS IF 
I CAN SHIFT 
CONSCIOLISNESS 
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AS IF I CAN JUST WALK 
INTO MY DREAMS. 


еу‏ سیک 


! 


! HARM 


BACK, FOLIL FIEND 
THIS FAIR MAIDEN 
AND THOL SHALT 
TASTE MY STEEL! 


HELLSPAWN 


гаў ВАЕ So 


tas 





IT IS GIVEN TO ME 


A WARRIOR PLIRE IN FAITH, 7 ሥ .TO RESCLIE THIS 
AND MORALS... / FAIR CREATURE AND... 


AAAAARGH! 


а А WT 
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THEY SAY 
SLEEPING 
BEAUTY WAS 
WAKENED WITH 
A KISS. 


IF THIS IS WAKING, 
I'D HAVE HAD THAT 
SLEEP 60 ON Å 
LITTLE LONGER! 


NANETTA WHAT 
YOU TOLD МЕ 
\ ABOUT YOUR 
CONTACTS WITH 


HOWARD... LITTLE MORE 


INTERESTING. 


T A 7” Г 


IT'S AS IF HOWARD SOMEHOW...CONTAINS 
MORE THAN A JUVENILE MEMBER OF HIS 
| SPECIES SHOLILD CONTAIN. N 
١ š 


ERY 
CLEAR AND VIVID ONES...AS IF THEY WERE 
SOMEONE'S MEMORIES. LAND, SEA, SKY... 





..AND LANGUAGE. 
AFTER MY LAST 
SESSION WITH 
HOWARD I SPENT 
SOMETHING LIKE 
THIRTY MINUTES 
SPEAKING IN SOME 
LANGUAGE I DIDN'T 
KNON...EXCEPT THAT 
I DID, SOMEHON. 


1 taniu pula en 
peluni en 
membanyui ilun-ilun 
zeberdi ti taramnya. 


YOU CERTAINLY HAD 
PROFESSOR CORWIN 
AND ME FLUMMOXED, 
MOIRA. IT'S A GOOD 
THING WE RECORDED 
WHAT YOU HAD TO SAY. 












ል LINGUIST COLLEAGLIE OF PROFESSOR 
CORWIN'S LATER IDENTIFIED THE 
LANGLIGAGE AS AN ALISTONESIAN 
TONGUE LONG THOUGHT EXTINCT. 


бо қыл دنه‎ A t. 
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IT WOLLD APPEAR 
THAT YOU'VE 
LEARNED 
SOMETHING FROM 
HOWARD, MOIRA. 







THE CHEMISTRY OF 
THE PROTOCOL, WHICH 
COMES FROM 
HOWARD'S SPECIES, 
FUNCTIONS AS А SORT 
OF SCANNER. IT 
REDLICES PEOPLE ТО 
COMPRESSED 
INFORMATION — A 
STREAM OF 













EITHER THAT, OR 








YOU'RE REALLY MOLECLILES THAT 
SEVERAL HUNDRED FLINCTION LIKE 
RSS YEARS OLD. TRANSPORT PACKETS 






IN A NETWORK 
COMMUNICATIONS 
PROTOCOL. 
















CAN 1 GET A 
GOVERNMENT 
GRANT IF ፲ AMF 






THE FLUID IN THE RECONSTITUTION POOL ER SO WHEN HOWARD AND I 
CONTAINS ል DENSE MATRIX OF SELF | 72 ARE. IN CONTACT I АМ 
REPLICATING NANOMACHINES WHICH CAN 1 | ШТА», ABSORBING INTERPRETED 
INTERPRET THE INFORMATION — OR RE- 2 | 


7 ei 1? INFORMATION FROM OTHER 
CREATE THAT INFORMATION S SOURCE. echt PEOPLE? 









TER Г E Sh po M | ES | 
YOU, MOIRA, MIGHT NOT BE THE ONLY |. / 
THING HOWARD IS ІМ CONTACT WITH. 


о. 2 


ME 


тэ”! o ж” 


PROFESSOR 
CORWIN'S 

1 INSTRUMENTS 

‚| HAVE DETECTED | 

| VAST NUMBERS | 
OF PACKET 
MOLECLILES 
FLOWING BOTH 
WAYS THROUGH 
THE PIPES 

Ч UNDER THIS 
BLIILDINC. 


THE EFFLLIENT PIPES 
FLOW INTO RIVERS, ALL 


OF WHICH REACH BACK 
TO MOTHER SEA. 


^. 


WHO KNOWS WHAT HOWARD 
AND HIS KIND ARE SLOWLY 
SAYING TO EACH OTHER? 


WHO KNOWS WHAT — 
OR WHO — IS BEING 
PROCESSED IN THE DEEP? 





I'M AMAZED 
THAT THE 
CHEMISTRY 
WORKS WELL 
ENOUGH TO 
BRING BACK 
A WHOLE 
PERSON. 


BRING THEM BACK 
BETTER! THINK OF 
THE DREAMS... 


IF WE COULD LEARN 
TO PROCESS THE 
SAME CHEMISTRY, 
IT WOLLD MEAN ል 

NEW ERA IN HUMAN 

EXISTENCE. 


IT 
CERTAINLY 
DOES 
CHANGE 
YOU... 





WITH THE RIGHT TECHNOLOGY 
OF RECONSITUTION, DEATH, 
DISEASE, AGING, ALL COULD 


BE OVERCOME. 





THE OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR PLEASURE WOULD 
BE AMAZING. 


WE COLILD BE FORGING THE KEY 
TO THE GATES OF HEAVEN RIGHT 
IN THIS VERY LABORATORY. 


AND THE THREE OF LIS 
COLILD BE THE FIRST 
м ГО STORM THROUGH. 


HERE'S TO BETTER 
LIVING THROUGH 
CHEMISTRY. 





WE CAN START 
LIKE YOU ARE OR 
IF YOU WANT TO 
YOU CAN...BACK 

THERE... 





11 NG 
ANN 


IT'S EASY 
TO BE AT EASE. 


YOU SEEM 
SO...AT 
EASE 
BEING 

LOOKED AT. 


AND I 

LIKE 

BEING 
LOOKED AT. 





I BET IT'S EASY ТО 
LIKE BEING LOOKED AT 
WHEN YOL LOOK AS 
GOOD AS YOU DO. 











YES. SOMETIMES I NISHI 
COULD JUST STAND UP ON 
STAGE JUST LIKE THIS AND HEAR 
THE AUDIENCE WHISPERING TO 
ONE ANOTHER ABOUT ME. 








WHAT 
BEAUTIFUL 












WHAT PERFECT, 
SCULPTED LEGS! 







WHAT FAIR, GOLDEN 
TRESSES! LIKE A 
FAIRYTALE PRINCESS! 








WHAT PRETTY, 
PERT NIPPLES! 











I FEEL THEIR EYES 
ዶዴ ሪክ ME RIGHT NOW. 


- 





I FEEL THEIR EYES ` NO! DON'T STOP! DRAW 


CARESSING ME! ME. DRAW HOW BEAUTIFUL 
I AM! I WANT HOW 
BEAUTIFUL I AM TO LAST 
FOREVER... | 


UH, ASHLEY, 
ARE YOU... 


OH...NANT EVERYONE 
TO SEE...MY WISH... 
OHHHH....LAST 
FOREVER ...AHHH... 


...AHH...AHHH...OH 
GOD...MY WISH... 








NO. NO. 
NOT REAL.... 


















“FAVOUR IS DECEITFUL, AND 
BEALITY IS VAIN.” SO WRITES THE 
AUTHOR ОР PROVERBS. ВИТ 
LOOKING AT ASHLEY MADDER 
HERE POSED IN CLASSIC STYLE 
AS AN ODALISQUE, WHO WOULD 
NOT WANT THIS BEAUTY TO BE 


PRESERVED FOREVER? 





VOLUME I 
NUMBER V 


WRITTEN BY DR. 
ILLUSTRATED BY E 





"т CALL FOR YOU 7 KA юм 

ITA ON 1 JACK. «а 

ЖТ | I SEE. WELL, WITH ALL RESPECT 
| | E SIR, I'M NOT SURE THAT JUST 


% å Malt: | MISSING ል SINGLE... 


GNOSIS SECURITY, ` 
CLEARY SPEAKING. 


YES SIR. WE'LL' 


LOOK INTO IT /5 
RIGHT AWAY. 5 
9 


TROUBLE? 


SS 
ረረ AIDE ТО SENATOR 
MADDER. APPARENTLY THE 
SENATOR'S DIPPY DAUGHTER 
FAILED TO SHOW UP TO BE 
SHOWN LIP AT A PRAYER 
BREAKFAST, SO NOW I HAVE 
TO СО INVESTIGATE THE 
HANGOVER SHE'S PROBABLY 
SLEEPING OFF. 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
NEVER SLEEPS AT 
GNOSIS, DOES IT, JACK? 





"APSINTHION PROTOCOL" 
CHAPTER 5 


WRITTEN BY: DR. FALISTLIS 
ILLUSTRATED BY: EROSARTS 
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ISS MADDER? 
IT'S CAMPUS 

SECURITY. ARE YOU 
| IN THERE? 


IS ANYONE 
HERE? 


u HEY ASHELY IT'S EDMUND 
. IRONS. LISTEN I MANAGED TO 
GET SOME STUDIO TIME NEXT 
. TUESDAY AT FOUR SO YOU'RE 
. STILL INTERESTED, GIVE МЕ ል 

CALL OKAY? THANKS, BYE. 
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MAY, I THINK THE ٢ 
MADDER THING MIGHT 
BE ል SITUATION HERE, 


ም 


РРОСЕРИРР, ና 
JACK? OVER. 


CALL THE CAVALRY, 
MAY. CLEARY OUT. 





SMITH, REPORT 
ON THOSE 


Y THE DEA SNITCH WE 


å d SQUEEZED GAVE US ል TIME 
“7 AND PLACE TO FIND THE KID 


WHO WAS IN THE STUDIO. 
THAT AND WHAT WE FOUND 
HERE WAS ENOUGH FOR THE 

RIVER CITY FEDERAL +. 
MAGISTRATE. 


GOOD WORK, SMITH. 
А QUICK PICKUP AND 





THE SENATOR 
HAS ል SOLIRCE IN 
THE MAGISTRATE 
JUDGE'S OFFICE. 


HE'S LEARNED 
ABOUT THE RAID, 
AND WE'VE BEEN 

ORDERED ALLOWING 
HIM ALONG. 





(3 
ጋ YES, DEPUTY DIRECTOR. `S 
YES, SIR WE UNDERSTAND 
THE URGENCY OF YOUR 
POSITION SIR BUT...WHATZ, 







WITH ALL DUE 
RESPECT, SIR 
WE ARENT... 







ሥ.‏ س 
YES, DEPUTY‏ 
DIRECTOR. I'LL‏ 
MAKE THE‏ 
ARRANGEMENTS.‏ 











THAT COCKSLICKER! ) 





TS KEE 


| SPECIAL AGENT SMITH! 


F 
"E 


SITS ON Å 
COMMITTEE 
WHICH 
OVERSEES THIS 
BUREAU'S 
BUDGET! 


ORDERED, 
WE SUCK 


1S cock تت‎ s EN АМ I CLEAR, YES, SIR. I'M Y 


SPECIAL AGENT 
SMITH? SORRY, SIR. 
Z DEN 


DON'T BEAT YOLIRSELF 
LIP SMITH. IT'S JUST 
THAT POLITICALLY 
SENSITIVE CASES LIKE 
THIS REQUIRE A 
CERTAIN... 
FLEXIBILITY. 


IT'S PROBABLY 


JUST SOME SPOILED | 
BRAT COLLEGE KID 
PRANK. 


WE SCARE THE IRONS KID 
SHITLESS, HE SPILLS HIS GUTS, 
THEN WE SWAGGER AROUND. ጋ 





WONDER WHAT 
SHE'S MADE OF. 


I MEAN, SHE FEELS LIKE 
STONE AND SHOULD WEICH 
ABOLIT HOO POLINDS, BLIT 
ONLY FEELS AS HEAVY AS A 


NORMAL PERSON. 


LET FORENSIC 
SCIENCES 
DIVISION 


~ MEANWHILE KIDS, 
LET'S PLIT ON A SHOW. 
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7 ,-7 DUDE, I CANNOT ~~, 
_ 7 BELIEVE YOU TALKED 
ї YOUR OWN GIRLFRIEND 
x INTO HELPING US OUT 
>>. | WITH THIS. ሬር 


መ. — ሠ” ደ 


у / к 


= Ф 


d ОН, THE BIFFMAN CAN 
BE VERY PERSLIASIVE. 
ig A 3 A 
۷ ~ й + 


| = 
ም 
M _ SWEET LOVIN’. 
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ARD ТО BELIEVE АМҮ ” ። 
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NIZA LOVING IS THAT SWEET. » E A 
Dp ር ተሩብ - 2 р | 44 .. AND MY 
| LS сг Es <, CONNECTIONS 
W/ 7 PERHAPS, МУ“, ; | ARE EVEN 
Å و‎ BROTHER. 4 Ч 7 MORE 
e 3 Mx - ያ % = | ٢ J” 
, - > . й ` ٨ PERSLIASIVE. 
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BUT LAURA HAS ALSO 
PICKED LIP ል FEN BAD 

HABITS IN HER TIME HERE 
AT OUR FAIR GNOSIS... 


7 ро YOUR 

| CONNECTIONS 

! ALSO TELL YOU 
^ WHY EDMUND 

“А COULDN'T MAKE 
`. IT TO THIS... 









"T 


SILENCE! ` 2 





BROTHERS! SINCE BEFORE 
THE DANN OF HISTORY 
OUR SACRED ORDER HAS 

HELD STRONG AGAINST ALL 
WHO WOULD CHALLENGE 

US. AGAINST ALL WHO 

WOULD OPPOSE USE, WE 

SHALL PREVAIL! 
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STRENGTH! 


FOR WE HAVE 
STRENGTH! 


STRENGTH! 





е “Т THEY MUST SHOW THAT 
4 THEY ARE WORTHY! 2 
ы : — Å w 





UNVEIL THE 
HONORED ONE! 





| ОПЕ HONORED ONE 


SARGENT-AT- 
ARMS, READ 
THE SACRED 

RULES. 


SHALL BE THOROUGHLYN ` 


OILED. CANDIDATES 
SHALL ATTEMPT TO PIN 
HER USING ONLY LEGAL 
WRESTLING HOLDS, BUT 

THE HONORED ONE 
MAY FIGHT TO RETAIN 

HER VIRTUE WITH ANY 
MEANS AT HER 
DISPOSAL. 


ONE PARTICIPANT SHALL SPEAK 
THE SACRED SAFEWORD. 


IT IF THOU WOU 


2700 “НУ SACRED OIL, O 
እ. ` / HONORED ONE. TAKE 


LDST 


SHOW ENTRY INTO 
COMBAT OF YOLIR 


OWN FREE ሃላ; 


LL. 
መመመ a 








THAT IS SO 
AWESOME...BLIT 
DON'T ҮОЦ, LIKE, 
WORRY ABOLIT 


NAH. THERE'S THE 
SAFEWORD, AND 
LALIRA'S GOT ALL 
SORTS OF SELF- 
DEFENSE TRAINING. 
NOTHING CAN CAN 
HAPPEN SHE 
DOESN'T LET 
HAPPEN. WATCH. 
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МЕХТ 
СОМВАТАМТ! 
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My SEE WHAT I TOLD YOU, 
A MY BROTHER? NOTHING 
x TO FEAR HERE. 


+ 


YEAH, I SUPPOSE. 
ALTHOLGH THAT LAST 
GUY — PEDRO? — IS 

LOOKING RATHER... 


NEXT 
COMBATANT! 
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DUDE! 
THE FLICK LIP! 








ከ... ers 


UN 


` fı REFUSE TON 
Å SAY THE WORD! 





| WONDER IF 
1 THERE'S TRIPLE 
7 SECRET PROBATION! 


И/НОА/ 
AWESOME! 





I AM GOING 
TO KILL 
THAT LITTLE 
COCKSLICKER! 


e 1 j 8 - 
г» 47 
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SHE HAS TO SAY THE WORD, 
MAN. THE RULES. SHE HAS 
TO SAY THE МО 





..DO YOU HEAR ME YOU 
LITTLE PIECE OF... 


Sr 


ШЕ, 


/ ...RIP IT OFF 
AND MAKE 
YOU БАГІ IT, I 
SWEAR 








BROTHERS! THE 
MOST ANESOME 
INITIATION EVER! 


B 
Е 


LIKE YOU SAID, | Ч FFI 


DARLING. NOTHING 
A COULD POSSIBLY 
\ HAPPEN TO ME... 


ч 


Bi 
..UNLESS I 
LET IT HAPPEN. "s | 





FBI! EVERYONE 
DOWN! HANDS ON 
YOLIR HEADS! NOW! 











LAURA IS ል DUSKY- 
SKINNED BEAUTY OF 
EXOTIC ORIGINS. 
RADIANT WITH 
SENSLIALITY, SHE CAN 
DRIVE EVEN THE MOST 
MILD-MANNERED INTO 
FRENZIES OF DESIRE. 
BUT BEWARE! THOSE 
WHO FAIL TO TAKE 
THE MEASURE OF HOW 
HOT ARE HER FIRES 
WITHIN WILL SURELY 
BE BURNED... 





VOLUME I 
NUMBER VI 





ШКІТТЕМ BY DR. FAUSTUS 
ILLUSTRATED BY EROSARTS 







..TORE THE PLACE APART, SIR. 
NO SIGN OF EDMUND IRONS. 


i 








PLEASE TELL MEN Å + 
THERE IS 
SOMETHING THAT 

WILL MAKE THIS 

INTO А NON- 
FIASCO, SPECIAL 
AGENT SMITH. 4 










WE DID FIND A 


SUBSTANTIAL CACHE = SENE: 
нац Ч? à LOOKING FOR SOMETHING 
| | | CONCEALED? 





WELL, THEN AT LEAST NE 
CAN HOLD THIS CROWD 
AND SHAKE THEM DONN 
FOR Å WHILE. 







AS 





OH SHIT OH 
SHIT OH SHIT... 








"APSI. NTHION PROTOCOL" ` 
CHAP ድድ 2 
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APPALLING! 
DISGLISTING! 
HOW COLILD 
ANYONE 
WALLOW IN 
SLICH MORAL 
FILTH AND 
NOT DIE OF 
SHAME? 


DID YOU 
FIND THE 


BOY, 
MACNEIL? 


NO, SENATOR. I NC 
ASSURE YOU WE ARE Y > 
FOLLOWING EVERY å 

POSSIBLE LEAD... 


SEE THAT YOU DO. THIS IS 
MY DAUGHTER WE'RE 
TALKING ABOLIT HERE. 






















TAKE EVERYONE 
OUT, HOLD “ЕМ ON THE 
DRUG CHARGE OVERNIGHT. | 
MAYBE SOMETHING 4 

WILL SPILL. 


I'M SORRY, SENATOR. I'LL 
SEE WHAT I CAN ARRANGE. 











EXCLISE ME, 
SENATOR? 


IN THE MEANTIME, MY 
SECLIRITY WILL TRY TO 
ARRANGE FOR A L/TTLE 
PRIVACY AND DIGNITY. 





. Pr 


GOOD LORD, SPECIAL AGENT! 
ARE YOLI REALLY SO 
INDECENT AS TO MARCH THIS 
POOR GIRL OLITSIDE IN HER... 
HER...CONDITION? 


GEE MISTER, 
THANKS ል LOT FOR... 


NO ONE TOLD 
YOU YOU COULD 
MOVE...OR SPEAK... 


I RECOGNIZE YOU. YOU'RE ONE 
OF THOSE LITTLE TARTS WHO LED 
MY DAUGHTER ASTRAY IN THAT... 
INCIDENT A FEW YEARS BACK. 






NOW IT SEEMS \ 
YOU'VE GOTTEN 
YOURSELF IN 
EVEN WORSE 
TROUBLE. 
DRUGS! 
ORGIASTIC 
RITES! A SORRY 
EXAMPLE OF 
MINDLESS 
HEDONISM. / 





YOU'RE IN ል LOT OF 
TROUBLE, YOUNG 
LADY. BUT I AM ል 

MAN OF INFLUENCE, 

AND I CAN MAKE IT 

ALL GO AWAY. WHICH 

YOU MUST ADMIT IS 

VERY GENEROUS. 












| ESPECIALLY FOR AS 


LITTLE WHORE IN EN OFFICE FOR AN 
P LIKE YOU. Ж ` ees | APPOINTMENT. 


WE CAN PRAY TO 
JESUS TOGETHER. 


ps 
12 


—f FIND THAT 
\ BOY, MACNEIL. 


YOU SHOULD SUSPECT 
HOMOSEXUAL 
TENDENCIES. 


> 


MAYBE YOU SHOULD 
SWEEP THE BARS. 





GOOD NENS 
FOR А CHANGE, 
SPECIAL AGENT 

SMITH. 


KID. DEAD. RURAL ROAD CAR 
WRECK. PROBABLY DNI. 
FORENSICS IS STILL GOING OVER 
IT, BUT RIGHT NOW THERE'S NO 
SIGN OF ANYTHING RELATED 
TO THE MADDER GIRL. 





AND SO WHERE 
NON, SMITH? 


" THERE'S ALWAYS 
FORENSICS FROM 


_ NTHE ART STUDIO, SIR. 


CALL HARRAWAY AND 
TELL HER SHE 
NEEDS TO GET IN 

REALLY EARLY. 


SHE'S...RELIABLE IN 
| NCASES LIKE THESE. 


RIGHT NON, YOU 
AND I CATCH А RED- 
EYE BACK TO DC. 
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AND I DON'T EVEN GET y 
MY DAMN COFFEE. 





IT WAS SO THOUGHTFUL OF 
YOU TO BRING ME HERE IN THE 
PRE-DANN DARKNESS, SPECIAL 

AGENT IN CHARGE MACNELL. 


JUST WHEN I WAS 
BEGINNING TO 
THINK YOU DIDN'T 
CARE ANYMORE. 
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DR. HARRAWAY, THIS IS A 
VERY URGENT MATTER. 


YOU ARE AWARE, I 
„7 HOPE, THAT BUREAU 
Ж РОШСҮ РЕОНІВІТ5 
SMOKING ON ITS 
PROPERTY. 





PLEASE JUST TELL ME 
SOMETHING I NEED TO 
KNOW, DR. HARRAWAY. = 


OH x MOST OF THE 
М) |  / THINGS FOUND IN THE 
STUDIO WERE QUITE 
UNREMARKABLE, 


EVEN IF THEY WERE 
EXPENSIVE. 




















THE LETTER TO HER TEACHER, 

CORWIN, WAS UNREMARKABLE. 

AN ADOLESCENT MASH NOTE, 
ALMOST. 


ALMOST EMBARRASSING 
TO HAVE TO READ, REALLY. 





ONE THING I DON'T UNDERSTAND 
IS THAT "PERFLIME" SHE HAD. 


7 IT'S A WITCH'S BREW OF GIANT 
MOLECLILES THAT JUST ABOLIT 
„ BROKE MY SPECTROMETER. , 





IT SEEMS THAT THE SAME 
JOSEPH CORWIN WHO MS. 
MADDER'S LETTER WAS 
WRITTEN TO GOT IN SOME 
TROUBLE A WHILE BACK. 










SOMETHING ABOUT TRYING N- 

TO BRING AN UNAUTHORIZED | 
BIOLOGICAL SPECIMEN 
THROUGH CUSTOMS, OR 

SOMETHING LIKE THAT. Ж 











CRACK LEGAL 
REPRESENTATION GOT 
CORWIN OUT OF 
CLISTODY FAST. 








BLIT NOT BEFORE HE WAS 
OBLIGED TO LEAVE A COPY 
OF HIS FINGERPRINTS WITH 
LINCLE SAM. 





YES, WHICH MATCH 
PARTIALS ON THAT WEIRD 
LITTLE BOTTLE. 


THE STATUE ITSELF IS EVEN 
STRANGER. VERY LIGHT. 
MADE OF SOME SORT OF 
DIAMONDOID MATERIAL, AS 
BEST AS I CAN TELL. 








SHE'S VERY... 
V DETAILED. 


OH YES. ESPECIALLY 
WHEN VIEWED LINDER A 
MICROSCOPE. 





PÅ Z 


{ 

TELL МЕ, MACNEIL: 

WHAT SCULPTOR IS 
SO OBSESSIVE... 


.AS ТО SCULPT HIS 
MODEL DOWN TO HER 
INDIVIDUAL CELLS? 



































THE FILES ON HIM 
SMELL REALLY BAD: 
JESUS...YOU FOREIGN BANK 
DON’T REALLY ACCOUNTS, MONEY 
THINK THAT... TRAILS AND 
ASSOCIATES IN 
SOUTHEAST ASIA, 
AND THAT WEIRD 
BIOHAZARD SHIT 
CUSTOMS HAD TO 
DEAL WITH. 


THIS CORWIN 
CHARACTER IS 
Sm ALL WE HAVE. 






| ` NORMALLY THIS 
s die X WOULDN'T ADD 
а села ЦР ТО 5НЇТ. 


SAVE THAT THE TRAILS 


ALL RUN BACK TO ል REGION N ` Ё 
WHOSE MAJORITY RELIGION THE ) ° ^ | 
AMERICAN PUBLIC HAS LEARNED / حم‎ | 





ar sed 
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GETTING THE VERY m ሠ 


SPECIAL WARRANTS ` 
SHOULD BE EASY. 









کے 










N < 


WAS SO VALLIABLE TO GE ( 277 
LAW ENFORCEMENT, RJ MV 
e کس‎ А. ‘ла “ሪራ 


„AND IN STILL MORE SHOCKING መ 
NEWS OUT ዕይ GNOSIS COLLEGE = 
TODAY, FEDERAL AUTHORITIES ۴ - 
ANNOLINCED THEY HAD TAKEN INTO 
CLISTODY PROFESSOR JOSEPH 
CORWIN AND HIS ASSISTANT 
ANDREA LEE LATE LAST NIGHT. 


AUTHORITIES HAVE 
DECLINED TO SAY WHAT 
LED TO THE ARRESTS OR 
WHAT CHARGES MICHT BE 

PENDING. 


THESE ARRESTS ARE PART 
OF AN ONGOING NATIONAL 
SECURITY INVESTIGATION. 
NE HAVE NO FURTHER 
COMMENT AT THIS TIME. 








WHILE FEDERAL ALITHORITIES REMAIN 
TIGHT-LIPPED ABOUT THE MATTER, 
SOME OF PROFESSOR CORWIN'S 
LONGTIME CRITICS WERE OLITSPOKEN. 









\ | I CANNOT SAY I AM SORRY FOR АМ d 


INTERVENTION THAT WILL STOP THE FLOW OF x= 
መ POISONOLIS NONSENSE INTO THE EARS OF < 
OUR YOUNG PEOPLE. г, 






















一 一 一 一 


„ТНЕ CONTEMPTIBLE VIEW THAT © 
THE BEST THING WE CAN DO WITH 
OUR LIVES IS ENJOY THEM, AS 
OPPOSED TO CULTIVATING VIRTUE 
IN THEM. AND THE ARROGANCE 
AND INSANITY OF ATTEMPTING TO 
OVERCOME DEATH THROUGH 
TECHNOLOGY, AS IF EACH 
INDIVIDLIAL'S DEATH WERE NOT A 
BLESSING TO HIM WHETHER HE 
REALIZES IT OR NOT. 
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THAT'S SO 
, DR. 


INTERESTING 
KESSELBALIM. 





I DEMAND THE 
REPRESENTATION OF 
LEGAL COUNSEL. 


YOU'RE BEING HELD 
LINDER A SPECIAL 
PROVISION OF THE 
REVISED PATRIOT ACT, 
PROFESSOR CORWIN. 





YOLI MIGHT 
HAVE TO 
EXERCISE THAT 
RIGHT TO 
REMAIN SILENT 
FOR A LONG, 
LONG, TIME. ሪ/ 



























/ YOLIR STUDENT, 

ASHLEY MADDER, 
| IS MISSING. 
NE DOESN'T THAT 
же MEAN ANYTHING 
- TO YOU? 


I SEE THAT 
LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANIES 
CONTROLLED BY 
YOU HAVE DONE 
EXTENSIVE 
ELECTRICAL AND 
PLUMBING WORK 
AT AN OLD 
INDUSTRIAL SITE 
IN PLEASANT 
PRAIRIE. 


CARE TO EXPLAIN WHY 
YOU NEED ALL THE 
POWER AND WATER, 
PROFESSOR? 





OR PERHAPS 
YOU CAN TELL 
US ABOUT 
THIS? 


THAT WE ALSO ARRESTED 
YOUR ASSISTANT? 






I UNDERSTAND SHE 


WAS IN SOME SORT OF 
POLITICAL TROLIBLE 
IN... А CERTAIN ASIAN 
COLNTRY.... BEFORE SHE 
EMIGRATED. 








IT WOLILD BE ል 
TERRIBLE SHAME IF 
SHE WERE OBLIGED 

TO RETURN AND 
FACE THE CHINESE 
AUTHORITIES. 
















OF COURSE, YOU 
MUST BE THINKING 
TO YOURSELF THAT 

NONE OF THIS 
MATTERS, BECAUSE 
MISS LI THERE IS Å 

U.S. PERMANENT 

RESIDENT AND 
DOESN'T HAVE TO 
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YOU...AND THE 
GOVERNMENT YOU WORK 
FOR...ARE MONSTERS. 


ALL THIS OVER ONE 
_ MEDIOCRE STUDENT. 


СО BACK ANYWHERE. 
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PROBLEM IS, THOUGH, THAT WE ARE 
HIGHLY CONFIDENT THAT IF WE LOOK 
HARD ENOUGH, WE CAN "FIND" A 
PROBLEM IN MISS LI'S APPLICATION. 
RESULT: DEPORTATION. 


AND THE RESLILT OF 
DEPORTATION IS BEST NOT 
THOUGHT ABOUT. 
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MONSTERS? 
AND WHAT 
DOES THAT 
MAKE YOU? 


PERHAPS ASHLEY MADDER 
IS JUST ል MEDIOCRE 
STUDENT TO YOU, AND YOU 
JUST DON'T CARE. 
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"MAN 


I KNOW ABOLIT 
"JUST DON'T CARE." |. 
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«| WHERE I GREN UP, CHILDREN HALF 
_ | ASHLEY'S AGE ARE GUNNED DOWN 
~| PRETTY MUCH EVERY DAY, AND 

PRETTY MLICH NOBODY CARES. 


BLIT PRETTY WHITE GIRL IN 
TROUBLE? MEDIA GONNA CARE. 
GONNA EAT IT UP DAY AFTER DAY. 


x | 
| ALS 4 
d УН. 4 
AND SENATOR DADDY? 
HE GONNA CARE. 





I DIDN'T MAKE THE 
SYSTEM, PROFESSOR. 
I JUST MAKE MY WAY 

IN IT. 


I DON'T KNOW 
WHERE THE 
MADDER GIRL IS. 


I DON'T CARE 
WHAT YOU DO 
TO ME. 


ВИТ I CAN SHOW YOL THE 
LABORATORY, AND YOL CAN 
MAKE OF IT WHAT YOU 
WANT, IF ANWEI CAN 
REMAIN IN THE U.S. 


^ BETWEEN YOUR 


ASSISTANT AND MY ASS, 
I KNOW WHERE I STAND. 


I BELIEVE WE CAN 
WORK SOMETHING OUT. 






















SWAT TEAM AND EXCELLENT, 


PRISONER SPECIAL AGENT SMITH. 
TRANSPORT READY HOPEFLILLY THIS LAB 
TO MOVE OUT. RAID WILL GIVE US WHAT 


"А. WE NEED TO PUT THIS 
ESA BULLSHIT... 


” FUCKING SIEVE. SENATOR WILL BE 
DEPUTY | ALONG FOR THE RIDE. AGAIN. 
DIRECTOR... x 0 


mu 


WONDER WHAT IT IS 
и: | THAT MAKES HIM 
ә __ И | WANT TO PLAY 
በር АШ “መሊኣ COWBOY SO BAD. 


HE DOES HAVE Å 
BROTHER WHO IS 
А REAL WAR 
HERO, SO SIBLING 
RIVALRY MIGHT 
HAVE SOMETHING 
TO DO WITH IT. 


THAT AND THE FACT 


THAT HE REALLY IS ል ) 
COCKSLICKER. 





ТНЕҮ ТООК 
THEM AWAY... 


7 LET'S TRY ТО BE CALM, 
AND THINK ABOUT THIS 
RATIONALLY. 


BUT DIDN'T YOU -— fm “ы LA 





HEAR WHAT THE AND WHAT OF HOWARD? WILL 
MORALITY NAZI HAD TO HE JLIST BE CARTED OFF TO BE 
SAY ON TV? THEY'RE 
TORTURED IN SOME 


COMING FOR THIS. AND 
THEY'RE COMING GOVERNMENT LABORATORY? 


FOR [/S. TO CRUSH OLIT 
THE BRIGHT HOPES AND 
DREAMS... 


OR WILL THEY TRY TO 
TURN HIM INTO SOME |; 
SORT OF WEAPON? 
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I'M NOT SURE HOW 
THEY WOULD REACT ТО 
MISTREATMENT OF ONE 
OF THEIR OWN, BUT WAR 
SEEMS POSSIBLE. 








ANCIENT AND POWERFUL 
THAN EVEN PROFESSOR 
CORWIN REALIZES. I KNOW 
THIS FROM MY CONTACT 
WITH THEM. 














LOSS OF FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
BETWEEN ОПЕ SPECIES 
WOULD BE TRAGEDY ENOLICH. 
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AND I SUSPECT 
WE HAVE VERY 
LITTLE TIME. 


A CRAZY, DANGEROUS, 
DESPERATE IDEA, BUT 
STILL AN IDEA. 


IF ONLY THERE WERE SOME 
WAY ТО PLEAD ОПЕ CASE. 
EXPLAIN THAT THE MORALISTIC 
THUGGERY THAT'S ABOUT TO 
60 DONN IS NOT REALLY 
WHAT HUMANITY IS ALL ABOUT. 


BUT TACTILE 
COMMUNICATION WITH 
HOWARD IS VERY SLOW FOR 
SUCH COMPLEX IDEAS. 
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APSINTHION 
PROTOCOL... 





AND SO NANETTA AND MOIRA HEAD TOWARD A MAD-SCIENCE RENDEZVOLIS 
WITH DESTINY IN THE THRILLING FINAL CHAPTER OF "THE APSINTHION 
PROTOCOL," COMING LIP NEXT. YET HOW LITTLE DO THEY APPRECIATE THAT 
THEIR ENCOUNTER WITH THE STRANGE IS AN OLD GNOSIS COLLEGE TRADITION. 
DO YOU REMEMBER THE PAINTING OVER THE BAR ON PAGE EIGHT OF THIS 
CHAPTER, UNDER WHICH 6-MAN MACNEIL DROWNED HIS SORRONS? DID YOU 
THINK THAT WAS JUST A BIT OF THROWAWAY DETAIL? JUST AN ORDINARY 
PAINTING? WELL THEN, MY FRIEND, YOLI ARE IN FOR A SURPRISE, BECAUSE 
MAD SCIENCE STORIES LURK EVERYWHERE IN THE GNOSIS COLLEGE WORLD. 
PREPARE YOURSELF FOR... 
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ል WINTER'S DAY AT GNOSIS 
COLLEGE, 1888 


Ж Ыр РАГА, 7° 11 ТО THE SHOCKING TALE OF 
10 THEODORA'S APPEARING NEARLY 

NUDE ON STAGE PROCOPIUS 

ADDED “ауапептокоца TE EV TW 

EDAQEL UMTLA EKELTO. ФПТЕС бе 

тіәес...крібас ዉሀፒባ оперӨєу TWV 
ALDOLWV Ерріптоу ас бе ot ХПУЕС, ot 

EG ٥00۴6 6٨ 

EVTUYXAVOV TOLG ፒዐሠዉወ[ህ 6 

ката шау AVEAOHEVOL ELOBLOV.” 


THE MOST 
ELEMENTARY 
DECENCY 
PROHIBITS А 
TRANSLATION 
INTO ENGLISH. 


/ I THINK IT WOLILD HAVE 
BEEN VERY JOLLY TO 
HAVE BEEN EMPRESS 

THEODORA. 


OR MAYBE ONE 
OF THE ӨЕЕЗЕ. 





YOU CAN'T POSSIBLY MEAN WHAT YOU 
SAID BACK THERE, MILLIE. NAKED, IN 
nm OF AN AUDIENCE? 


(al, d 
Mt. 











I INTEND ТО POSE 
FOR PROFESSOR 
HOFFMANN, ROSE. 
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ОН, TIRED OLD 4. 
MORALITY. THEY SAY 
RIGHT NON IN 
GERMANY FREDERICK 
NIETZSCHE IS GETTING / = 

RID OF ALL THAT. 










WHY NOT? I'M SURE HE HAS 
А STOVE IN THE ROOM. 














4 


ut 


— — 


" THE EIDOLONIC ELECTRIC 
/ DIMENSIONAL SUBTRACTOR 

EMBODIES THE LATEST 
MATHEMATICAL THEORIES OF 
RIEMANN AND ABBOTT. BY 
HELPING ME TO TEST IT YOLI WILL 
BE MAKING A PERMANENT 
CONTRIBUTION TO ART AND 

SCIENCE BOTH. 
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IF YOU WOULD 
BE 50 GOOD AS 



























“ | TO DISROBE AND SO 

9 | NEA Pose on THAT SM "تت‎ 

Жыл COUCH. _ 15 py M 

15 ፲ፐ š Е 44 | . ٢ غه‎ ۷ 
SOMETHING 

LIKE MR. 
EASTMAN'S 
NEW 

INVENTION? 





PLEASE! 













I'M BEING... 


OH... OH!!! 


IF YOU DON'T SETTLE YOUR 
SALOON DEBTS, PERFESSER, I'LL 
\ HAVE NO CHOICE BUT TO CHUCK 
YOU IN THE HOOSEGOW. 


SUCCESS...SWEET 
SUCCESS 
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BUT IF MR. O'SHEA WOLLD PERHAPS 
BE WILLING ТО CHANGE ል DEBT ТО 
A...REASONABLE CREDIT, I MIGHT BE > 
ABLE ТО OFFER THAT MOST | 
EXTRAORDINARY PAINTING. 





I'M AFRAID I'M ል 
LITTLE SHORT 

OF CASH RIGHT 
NON, OFFICER. Ш. 








PLITTING THAT THERE 
PRETTY PICTLIRE LIP 
IN MY SALOON 
MIGHT DO WONDERS 
FOR BUSINESS... 

























PUT THE PICTURE IN 
YOUR SALOON IF YOU 
LIKE, O'SHEA, BUT IF YOU 

DO, BE SURE TO KEEP 
CHILDREN AND HONEST | 

«Г 
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WOMEN OUT. 








PROFESSOR HOFFMANN WAS 
ABLE TO CUT A GENEROUS DEAL 
INDEED WITH MR. O'SHEA. 


SADLY, HOFFMANN'S PREMATURE 
DEATH FROM CIRRHOSIS OF THE 
LIVER CUT SHORT ANY FURTHER 

WORK ON THE EIDOLONIC ELECTRIC 

DIMENSIONAL SUBTRACTOR. IT 

WAS A TERRIBLE LOSS TO SCIENCE. 






à, — | BUT TO THIS DAY, A REMARKABLY VIVID 

9 — |] AND LIFELIKE PORTRAIT OF BEAUTIFUL | 
| ል YOUNG WOMAN LOOKS DOWN АТ 

PATRONS OF O'SHEA'S SALOON. 
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FAUSTUS 


ILLUSTRATED BY EROSARTS 


WRITTEN BY DR. 


















SOMATIC CHEMISTRY 
FROM HOWARD FLOWS 
IN HERE MAKING THE 
PROTOCOL POSSIBLE... 


MODIFY THE 
PROTOCOL? 
HON? 







MAYBE HOWARD COULD READ 
ALL OF THE INFORMATION THAT 
IS ONE OF US AT ONCE. 











AND REALLY 
LINDERSTAND 
THAT 


HUMANITY'S 
INTENTIONS 
ARE NOT 
MALIGN. 


WHAT IF WE 
THREW THE 
VALVES AND 
REVERSED THE 
PROTOCOL 
FLOW BACK 


LLIGA L LÈ 


` AVAILABLE AT THE ` 
OTHER END. 
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HOWARD'S SPECIES MIGHT BE ABLE ТО 
RECONSTRUCT AND MAINTAIN SOMEONE'S 
CONSCIOLISNESS FROM HER INFORMATION. 





CASE THIS IS A FEW 
SECONDS OF 
ECSTASY ENDING IN 

ANNIHILATION! Æ 





Containment: off 









WE HAVE A 
LIFE-AND- 


Phase Completion: 








VALVE 1: VALVE д: ЖО ON 

INPUT OUTPUT 

Tank A Condsr 1 HERE, AND 
NOT MLICH 

Closed Closed TIME... 
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I'LL 60. HOWARD 
KNONS ME BEST. 


AND TOO MUCH IS 
AT STAKE HERE FOR 
ME ТО WORRY 
ABOLIT ONE 
COLLEGE STUDENT. 





PROGRAMMING 
COMPLETE? 


ARE YOU 
FRIGHTENED? 
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APSINTHION PROTOCOL 
4 INITIATED ON FIFTEEN 
] SECOND DELAY. COUNTING | 
š ООЩМ...15...1Ч... + 
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NANETTA, WHAT 


ARE YOLI... 
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WHEREVER 
YOU'RE GOING, I 
WON'T LET YOU 

60 THERE 


APSINTHION | 
A PROTOCOL 
“3 COMMENCING. 
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THE AREA IS 7 
THEN LET 5 
SECURE, SIR. ' SHOW ОПЕ 


GUESTS IN. 


THE PIECE OF WORK 
ALSO WANTS ACCESS 
. TO THE SCENE. 
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MINISTERS ОР 
‚ GRACE DEFEND US. | y 
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| I WROTE ል MEMO... 


57 | 
5 2 مت 





CAN УОЦ EXPLAIN 

WHAT HAS BEEN 

GOING ON HERE, 
PROFESSOR CORWIN? 





by Ме re ул En | | . . 
222 ] int ед hi ገ 0 
VP Å OI ክል ^. JH p. са! 


ሃዛዘልፐ 
HAPPENED 
HERE... 


..15 AN ACT OF 
DARING THE LIKES OF 
WHICH SOMEONE LIKE 

YOL/ COULD NEVER 


IMAGINE. я. 
AH ` 





YOU MINCING, 
POINTY-HEADED 
FAGGOT! WHAT HAVE 
YOU DONE WITH MY 
DAUGHTER? 


I KNOW NOTHING 
OF YOUR DAUGHTER. 













HOW DARE YOU ANSWER 
BACK TO ME LIKE THAT! 
SHOW SOME RESPECT, OR 
I'LL FINISH YOU'RE LITTLE 
CHINK WHORE RIGHT HERE. 
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SENATOR, DON'T Y 
_ MAKEUS.. Å 
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FIRE ON THAT 
THING! FIRE! 
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EVACLIATE, 
NOW! 
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TACTICAL'S 
RESPONSIBILITY 
TO SECURE THE 
PRISONERS... 
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N | @UITE THE CLUSTERFLICK, 
SPECIAL AGENT SMITH. 


Å 


(“| YES INDEED, SPECIAL- Kane" 
ў AGENT-IN-CHARGE. | 
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PRUDENT OF YOU 
TO HAVE WRITTEN 
THAT MEMO 
BEFOREHAND. 


B 
“Tar የየኔ 


| ABOUT HOW A U.S. 
! EE y SENATOR WAS ል 
..‹‹መመመመ።ሽ - ae "Ф? MENACE TO HIMSELF J 

ሜል Y ` eB OTHERS? YES. 4242 
ie 


THE TRICK, 
OF COURSE, IS TO 
CLASSIFY MEMORANDA 
LIKE THAT “GENERAL 
DISTRIBUTION.” 





















SINCE IT’S 
UNCLASSIFIED, 
EVERYONE WILL ASSUME 
IT'S UNIMPORTANT AND ፅ 
NOT READ IT. d 









ANYWAY, THE BRASS 
ACTUALLY L/KE ል GOOD 
TERRORIST INCIDENT NOW 
AND THEN. 







LINLESS THINGS 
GET FUCKED UP, 
OF COURSE. 






POLITICIANS GET TO 
GRANDSTAND AND PARE 
BACK WHAT LITTLE IS LEFT 
OF CIVIL LIBERTIES, SO 
THEY'RE HAPPY. 


WHILE AGENCY BUDGETS GET INCREASED TO 
DEAL WITH THE "THREAT," SO WE'RE HAPPY. n СИ 
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MEANNHILE, THE INABILITY ОР FORENSICS ТО FIND АМҮ 
TRACE OF THAT...THING IN CORWIN'S LABORATORY 
TURNS THE WHOLE AFFAIR INTO AN EMBARRASSMENT 
THAT THE BUREAU WOULD LIKE TO JUST SEE 60 AWAY. 
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HARRAWAY AND I HAVE ል 
CERTAIN UNSPOKEN 
UNDERSTANDING ABOUT HOW 
SOME PHYSICAL EVIDENCE IN 
THIS CASE IS TO BE 
PROPERLY DISPOSED OF. 


We THAT WAS, IT 
| IS NOW X 
DIVISION'S 


T. PROBLEM. 


N 


BUT THAT 


SCULPTURE...IF 
IT’S REALLY... 


HARRAWAY IS LOOKING 


HAVE YOU NOTICED THAT PN 
REALLY GOOD RECENTLY? 


BUT HOW WILL 
YOU HIDE...? 


HAVEN'T YOU READ 
POE'S "THE 
PURLOINED LETTER?” 





I WORKED ል MAJOR ART 
THEFT CASE EARLIER IN 
MY CAREER, AND HAD 
N SOME CONNECTIONS. 


SOMETHING THE LATE 
SENATOR COULD 
HAVE BEEN PROUD OF. 





The ECSTASY ^ ` 
of FAITH 





AA X 


у’ so I GUESS 
Å CORWIN AND HIS 
| ASSISTANT ARE | 
NON INTERPOL'S 4 
PROBLEM. < 


















I CAN'T IMAGINE THEY 
WILL GET VERY FAR. 
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THIS IS VERY ” 
RISKY OF YOU ТО 








HONEVER RISKY, IF 
THERE IS ANY CHANCE OF 
REESTABLISHING CONTACT 
WITH HOWARD'S SPECIES... 

POSSIBLY RETRIEVING 
SOMETHING OF NANETTA 
AND MOIRA... 















ВЕМТНЇС 
ENVIRONMENTS 
ARE NO JOKE. 





' THROUGH ALL OUR USES OF THE 
PROTOCOL, BEGINNING WITH THAT | 
FIRST DESPARATE IMPROVISATION, I I CAN'T NOT DO 
HAVE HAD А SENSE THAT I WAS THIS, JOSEPH. 
UNDERGOING...CHANGES. | 
NN 
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THOLIGH LI ANWEI'S OUTER 
BEAUTY IS LINDENIABLE, ІТ IS 
HER AMOR FATI, HER 
መመ ተ TO EMBRACE 
RATHER THAN FLEE WHAT 
_ MOST | ЕС: LD SEE AS MAD, 
ጾ THAT | TITUTES HER INNER 
# AE ‚ "I WANT TO LEARN 
MORE AND MORE TO SEE AS 
SE E FUL WHAT IS 
NECESSARY IN THINGS; THEN I 
| SHALL BE ONE OF THOSE WHO 
MN АКЕ THINGS BEAUTIFUL. Ч 
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